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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 
Leonardo and BAE Systems announce UK-Italy collaboration on Future Combat 
Air System Programme 
 
Farnborough, UK, July 19, 2022 – Leonardo and BAE Systems are actively progressing UK-Italy 
collaboration opportunities on the demonstrator aircraft as part of the Future Combat Air System (FCAS) 
programme, in the framework of a cooperation path launched by Italy and the UK in the Defence sector. 
This approach allows the companies of the two countries to identify shared areas of collaboration and 
begin joint analysis on possible activities of shared interest, after the two companies reached a 
collaboration agreement within the Future Combat Air System (FCAS) programme. In the same context, 
lies an agreement between Leonardo’s Italian and UK electronics businesses and Elettronica SpA related 
to demonstration activities on advanced sensors and systems. 
 
The FCAS program pursues the development of a technologically advanced multi-domain system of 
systems, underpinned by highly innovative and disruptive technologies, with a 6th generation core 
platform, and intended for the renewal of Eurofighter fleet. This ambitious project will allow participating 
countries to maintain national sovereignty in the Combat Air sector, while redesigning future operational 
and industrial capabilities in the aerospace sector. 
 
The collaboration between Leonardo and BAE Systems focuses on the application of Model Based 
System Engineering (MBSE) design methodologies and the joint development of enabling technologies for 
the national sovereignty of the future system. These activities are the natural evolution of the innovation 
processes already initiated by the partner companies, and assume strategic importance as they explore a 
technological frontier not yet reached by European industry.  
 
Furthermore, in line with this strategy, Leonardo’s Italian and UK electronics businesses and Elettronica 
SpA have agreed to collaborate in the domain of sensors and communications, aiming to support the 
technological development of the FCAS project, including demonstration activities related to future on-
board electronics. This initiative will deepen the established collaboration of these companies at the 
international level, jointly defining the potential architecture for an integrated set of sensors and 
communications equipment with innovative capabilities and highly integrated features. 
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Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 
into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber & Security Solutions and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2021 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues 
of €14.1 billion and invested €1.8 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 
and has been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2021. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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